AKE THE ENGLISH DULL?      188

giving Ifcemselves to the task of conquering,
colonizing, and governing a fifth of the habitable
globe. Consciously or unconsciously, they seem
to realize that the asylums for the insane are
poppled l>y those whose brains are too active or
too raoijnd; not by those who are slow and dull.
The dangers of modern civilization are mostly
for the swift, not for the slow.

Ten years after the beginning of the reign of
the lute Queen Victoria, not only the children of
England, but practically one-half the adults,
could neither read nor write* The marriage
register is a good test of education, in England, at
least, because the married must sign the register.
At the time of which we are speaking, roughly
fifty years ago, only sixty-seven men in an hun-
dred, and fifty-one women in an hundred, could
even sign their names* "This leaves little
doubt/' says the report of the Registrar-General
of that date, "that thirty-three in one hundred
of the men, and fjprty-nine in one hundred of the
women at the marriageable age, are quite unable
to write/* We all know very well that the first
thing one learns to write is one's own name. In
addition to this large percentage of those unable
even to write their own names, there must have
been & large number who had learned juit
enough to sign their names and nothing more.